CHAPTER V
GENERALIZATIONS
BEFOEE entering Into a description of the various
prehistoric civilizations of America** it may be well to
take up certain features which were more or less com-
mon to all. Although the various prehistoric civiliza-
tions were all distinct in details and each is easily
identified by its type, yet in some respects all were
similar and unlike any others in the world.
While they showed the widest variations in details,
in motifs, in conceptions, in workmanship and in
character, nearly all of these ancient civilizations were
remarkable for their stone sculptures and buildings,
Not only did the artlzans carve the hardest of rocks
to a degree that would be a difficult task for a modern
workman equipped with the finest and most elaborate
tools of tempered steel, but, as far as we have been
able to prove, it was all accomplished without the aid
of any metal tools. INTo unquestionable implements
of steel or iron have ever yet been found among the
remains of these prehistoric civilizations, although of
course that is merely negative evidence, for steel or
Iron soon vanish and leave no trace. And as we now
know that the ancient Egyptians possessed fine iron
implements, despite the fact that none had ever been
discovered until King Tut's tomb was found, we may
yet discover tools of steel in some prehistoric Amen*
can tomb or ruin.
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